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look old.” In the morning, when I step out of my apartment, a girl my age runs to the stairs and shouts to me, “Wake up, Mom!” I’m just a little irritated, but I let it go. So it’s just me and the cat, watching the sunrise on the corner. And then someone else says, “Morning, Mom,” from the stairs. I startle, and look to see what’s going on. There is a small

girl, no more than ten years old, dressed in a huge t-shirt and a pair of shorts. She is so tiny, it’s hard to believe she’s a girl. My mind flashes back to when I was that age. I was tall, and attractive. I remember not wearing my frilly short dresses, but rather bright t-shirts that matched my school uniforms. She has curly hair that’s the color of the sun, and a
little blush on her cheeks. And she’s holding a huge teddy bear. She smiles at me. “Wake up!” she says again. I blink at her, and then look away. When I look back at her, she’s still standing there, and she’s really smiling. At my horror, I look around to see that the cat has followed me. I quickly grab it and carry it to the stairs. The girl cries as I push her

back, “No! No!” “What’s the matter?” I say, a little afraid. But she just shakes her head, her face wet with tears. “They took him away,” she says. “I went down there with him. I didn’t even get to say good-bye
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