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discloses an apparatus for handling and dispensing packages of construction and building materials. The
apparatus includes a holder for holding a package and for dispensing a predetermined length of a building
material. A single dispensing step, or a continuous series of such dispensing steps can be used to dispense
the predetermined length of material. The apparatus is designed to open the package either during or at the
end of a dispensing operation and to continue the dispensing operation without user involvement. A person is
able to initiate a material dispensing operation without having to spend the time and energy involved in
performing the single or multiple manual tasks associated with opening and closing a package. The
apparatus functions in either a vertical or horizontal orientation for dispensing packages of material and
containers for storing the material. U.S. Pat. No. 6,235,267, issued May 22, 2001 discloses a device for
dispensing and measuring material in predetermined volumetric amounts that is portable, compact, and of
simple construction, and does not require complex manipulation by a user to dispense the material. The
device includes a housing that has a generally cylindrical body, top, bottom, front, and rear. The body has a
circumferential surface. A compartment is defined between the housing's circumferential surface and the
inside surface of the housing. The compartment has a first exit port and a second exit port. A pair of rotatable
opposing tubes are rotatably mounted to the housing. The tubes have a first end and a second end. The
tubes each have a longitudinal axis that defines a predetermined travel path for each tube. The tubes are
coupled to the housing for rotational movement. An actuator is mounted to the housing. The actuator has a
leading edge and a terminal end. The leading edge of the actuator contacts the circumferential surface of the
housing when the actuator is rotated by an operator of the 0cc13bf012
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