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to access premium features for now.Â . us to grant COA solely on the propriety of its decision to
credit Dr. Winters’s opinion as to an issue that lay outside the evidence before the jury. Merely

articulating a view that an out-of-court expert’s opinion would have been better if it had cited the
entirety of the evidence at trial, does not establish that the decision to credit only part of the

expert’s opinion was an unreasonable view of the record. Because the trial court’s decision to credit
Dr. Winters’s opin- ion over Dr. Crawford’s was not an unreasonable decision, Walker cannot show
that the failure to credit other aspects of Dr. Winters’s opinion contributed to the state court’s deci-

sion. This analysis also resolves petitioner’s related contention that the state court’s failure to
consider the record when applying the evidence rule laid out in Eddings was contrary to clearly

established federal law. Rather than evaluating whether Dr. Crawford’s opinion was better under the
evi- dence rule as a whole, the state court simply asked whether the entire evidentiary

record—including both expert opinions— supported a finding that Walker was remorseful. The state
court’s decision thus fell within the deference owed to a state court’s findings under 28 U.S.C. §

2254(d)(2), because a reasonable jurist could conclude that the entire evidence, as reported by Dr.
Winters, supported the state court’s decision to find Walker was not remorseful. IV In his cross-

appeal, Walker also alleges that the district court erred when it denied his request for an evidentiary
hearing and when it refused to expand the certificate of appealability to include any related claims.

Because we find that the district court did not err when it
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