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Huet, Founder of 1010Skys Katia Huet has
founded 1010Skys in the Northern French city of

Lille. She is in the process of creating local,
knowledge-driven, high-end hotels aimed at

business travelers. We asked Katia about her new
business. What is 1010Skys? Where is it located?

1010Skys was born on the ground floor of the
Hotel Roi Soleil, opened by the firm Courant &
Marchand in 1888. The French label Guerlain is

based in Lille since the 1920s. How did you come
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up with the idea? We've been in the hospitality
business for a long time. We have been closely

involved with the development of the hotel
industry for years. We have been in every

imaginable hotel from the luxury class to small
business hotels. We have been attending business
fairs and conferences for over 20 years, especially

in the US. Our team is always working on
"cruising" on their own and we noticed the

business travelers' evolution when they started to
look for what was missing in the market. We could

see that they were becoming more demanding
and that this was starting to have a real impact on
their experience, especially in Paris. We focused
our attention on this market. We decided that
something was missing on the market and we
started to work on the fundamentals, trying to

understand the basics. We started by looking for a
large space with a good trade-in value; we
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decided on the exhibition center, where you have
the economic and industrial center of the Lille
area, and the USP (Unique Selling Point) that is

complementary to the image of Guerlain - which is
luxury. And then, with our partner Alexandre
Carpentier, we set up the strategy. As for our

collateral, we chose the image of Guerlain
because we know and respect its history. We then

developed the concept of creating a luxury
business hotel that is still and yet modern, modern

with details and comfort. How did you fund the
project? We have a long-term relationship with
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